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Developing the long term 
sustainability of our region  

Our North, Our Future ï 
the Vision for Northern Queensland Infrastructure. The event will outline the opportunities and challenges involved in 
transitioning the region and what it means for the Queensland infrastructure industry. Guest speakers will include the Minister for 
Resources and Northern Australia Senator the Hon Matt Canavan and Senior Economist at BIS Oxford Economics Adrian Hart - 
they will present the key findings of the 2017 Queensland Major Projects Pipeline report. The event will be held at the Townsville 
RSL on 20th July. See page 2 for more details. 
 
 
RDA attended Senate Inquiry on increasing public service in the north 
 
The Finance and Public Administration References Committee has held an inquiry into the operation, effectiveness, and 
consequences of the Public Governance, Performance and Accountability (Location of Corporate Commonwealth Entities). RDA 
Committee Acting Chair Frank Beveridge and I were given the opportunity appear before the inquiry hearing in Townsville last 
month. RDA would like to thank the senate committee for allowing us the opportunity to make a submission and appear at the 
hearing to address the need to create employment, sustain the regions and to highlight how regional Australia can actually 
influence and have a strong say in policy development. More information on the inquiry is on page 2. 
 
 
RDA welcomes new committee members at meeting in Mount Isa 
 
RDAôs three new committee members - Mayor of Cloncurry Greg Campbell, Deputy Mayor of Hinchinbrook Mary Brown and Deputy 
Mayor of Richmond June Kuhl - attended their first committee meeting in Mount Isa on 1st June. The new members bring to the 
table a wealth of experience from living and working in our regions, including many years spent in local government and running 
small businesses. More information on our new committee members is on page 3. 
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RDA is partnering with Infrastructure Association of Queensland to hold a special breakfast event to highlight the opportunities 
to stimulate growth in the northern region. 
 
Our North, Our Future ï the Vision for Northern Queensland Infrastructure event will be held in Townsville 20th July. 
The event will outline the opportunities and challenges involved in transitioning the region and what it means for the Queensland 
infrastructure industry. 
 
Special guest speakers include; the Minister for Resources and Northern Australia Senator the Hon Matt Canavan and Senior 
Economist at BIS Oxford Economics Adrian Hart. 
 
The event will be followed by an optional Infrastructure Tour* - briefing and on-site tour of the port and a tour of the State De-
velopment Area to see the proposed rail corridor. A privately hired bus will pick up delegates from the RSL at 9.30am with the 
tour expected to be completed by around midday. 
 
Event Details: 
 
Time: 7.15am-9.00am 
 
Venue: Townsville RSL Club, 139 Charters Towers Rd, Hyde Park, Townsville 
 
Cost: Members $115, Non-members $140, Members tables of 10 $1035 and Non-members tables of 10 $1400 (includes GST) 
*Infrastructure Tour - $30 
 
Registration: http://www.iaq.com.au/    (registrations close COB 17 July) 
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The Finance and Public Administration References Committee has held an inquiry into the operation, effectiveness, and conse-
quences of the Public Governance, Performance and Accountability (Location of Corporate Commonwealth Entities). 
 
A total of 201 submissions were made to the inquiry and two public hearings held - one in Canberra and the other hearing in 
Townsville on the 19 May. RDA TNWQ put in a submission and our CEO Glenys Schuntner appeared at the hearing in Townsville.  
 
In the submission, RDA raised the current challenges in regional Australia, such as high unemployment and very high youth 
unemployment and the associated need to create new employment opportunities. 
 
The submission stated ñ.. that all Agricultural entities would ideally have a presence in regional Australia relevant to their closest 
stakeholders to ensure strong and relevant policy and program development as well as creating local jobs and career path-
ways.ò 
 
In the submission, RDA recommended for Northern Queensland, the consideration of the Australian Fisheries Management Au-
thority, the Australian Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines Authority, Fisheries Research and Development Corporation and Rural 
Industries Research and Development Corporation, as examples of those that have significant relevance and opportunity for 
regionalisation. 
 
During the hearing, Glenys used the example of the Great Barrier Reef Park Au-
thority in Townsville as an entity that doesnôt need to be grounded in a capital 
city to be strong and attract talent. 
 
RDA would like to thank the senate committee for allowing us the opportunity to 
make a submission and appear at the hearing to address the need to create em-
ployment, sustain the regions and to highlight how regional Australia can actually 
influence and have a strong say in policy development. 
 
The senate committee will submit its report on 9th June. 
 
For more information log on to: 
 
http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/
Finance_and_Public_Administration/PublicGovernance 
 
 
 
 
 

RDA Committee Acting Chair Frank Beveridge 
and CEO Glenys Schuntner appearing at the 
Senate Inquiry in Townsville 

http://www.iaq.com.au/
http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Finance_and_Public_Administration/PublicGovernance
http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Finance_and_Public_Administration/PublicGovernance
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The RDA committee held its bi-monthly meeting in Mount Isa last week, with three new committee members on board - Mayor 
of Cloncurry Greg Campbell, Deputy Mayor of Hinchinbrook Mary Brown and Deputy Mayor of Richmond June Kuhl. 
 
The new members bring to the table a wealth of experience from living and working in our regions, including many years spent 
in local government and running small businesses. 
 
RDA Committee Acting Chair Frank Beveridge said the new team is a good reflection of the geographic area. 
 
ñWhile we have one of the largest areas in Queensland, we are certainly well positioned to represent the needs of the Federal 
Government down to the public and more importantly the needs of our communities to the Government,ò Mr Beveridge said. 
 
Cloncurry Mayor Greg Campbell has served in local government for over a decade and has 20 yearsô experience in the energy 
industry. 
 
ñRDA provides an opportunity to highlight the importance of the Cloncurry area and share opportunities with the region,ò Cr 
Campbell said. 
 
ñCloncurryôs importance to the beef, mineral and transport industries means it is ideally positioned to lead the regionôs econom-
ic growth.ò 
 
Hinchinbrook Deputy Mayor Mary Brown has over 30 yearsô experience in private enterprise and with her husband has estab-
lished several businesses.  
 
ñEconomic development for rural and regional communities is an area where I am particularly passionate, so I am extremely 
pleased to have been appointed to the RDA committee,ò Ms Brown said. 
 
ñI look forward to working with the fellow Townsville and North West RDA Committee members in the future to assist in the 
development of these regional economies." 
 
Richmond Deputy Mayor June Kuhl also has a broad range of experience with nine years in local government and operating a 
grazing property for almost 40 years with her husband. 
 
ñMy passion is of course my community and itôs socio-economic future,ò Cr Kuhl said. 
 
ñI have become a RDA committee member to do what I can to assist the growth of all of the small communities in our region 
and ensure that they have input and a voice.ò 
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Mary is the Deputy 
Mayor of Hinchinbrook. 
She has over 30 years 
experience in private 
enterprise, has raised 
six children and with 
her husband has estab-
lished several business-
es. Economic and com-
munity development for 
regional communities is 
her passion

Introducing our new RDA Committee Members 

Greg is the Mayor of 
Cloncurry Shire Coun-
cil. He previously 
served as Deputy 
Mayor 2008-2012 and 
as a Councillor 2004-
2008. Prior to becom-
ing Mayor he held a 
number of technical 
and managerial roles 
with Ergon Energy for 
the North West. He 
has significant experi-
ence in the energy 
industry with over 20 
years as an electrician 
and various manageri-
al roles.  

June is the Deputy 
Mayor of Richmond 
Shire Council, having 
served in local gov-
ernment for nine 
years, previously as 
Deputy Mayor and 
Councillor. June and 
her husband Gavin 
have operated a 
grazing property in 
the Richmond shire 
for almost 40 years. 
She is passionate 
about the shire and 
its future potential. 


