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Developing the long term 
sustainability of our region  

; 
$33 million for the Flinders Highway, $5 million for the Barkly Highway in Mount Isa and $43 million for the Hann Highway/ 
Kennedy Development Road.  
 
All these road upgrade projects were also identified as a priority in the Inland Queensland Roads Action Plan (IQ-RAP), which was 
released earlier this year and presented to relevant parliamentary, departmental and industry stakeholders over the following 
months. The IQ-RAP was developed by 47 funding partners, including; 33 local councils, 5 Regional Development Australia 
Committees, eight Regional Roads and Transport Groups and RACQ. The IQ-RAP is unique in its geographic reach covering 19% of 
Australia, its number of funding partners and its number of industry and economic development supporters. Work is on-going. 
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The Entrepreneurs' Programme forms part of the Australian Governmentôs National Innovation and Science Agenda, and is the 
flagship initiative for business competitiveness and productivity at the firm level. It provides practical advice and support for 
businesses, including advice from people with private sector experience; co-funded grants to commercialise novel products, 
processes and services; funding to take advantage of growth opportunities; and connection and collaboration opportunities. The 
Entrepreneursô Programme comprises three elements:  

The Accelerating Commercialisation Programme provides expert guidance, connections and financial support to assist small 
businesses, entrepreneurs and researchers to find the right commercialisation solutions for their novel products, process or 
service. Funding is through competitive matched grants of up to $1 million over two years for commercialisation activities. 

Accelerating Commercialisation is for entrepreneurs, start-ups and small and medium businesses that may be eligible if they are: 

�q�� an Eligible Corporation that is non-tax exempt and registered for GST or a Commercialisation Office or Eligible Partner Entity; 

�q�� have a combined turnover of less than $20 million for each of the three years prior to applying; 

�q�� have a novel product, process or service to commercialise; and 

�q�� own or have beneficial use of the intellectual property of the novel product, process or service to commercialise. 

�%�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V���0�D�Q�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W��tailored support and advice from expert Advisers and Facilitators with relevant private sector 
experience, to improve business management, capabilities and networks. Funding is through matched grants of up to $20,000 to 
implement recommended business capability improvement. 

Innovation Connections a facilitation service providing expert advice and solution pathways on knowledge-related issues, and a 
brokering service to connect businesses with knowledge providers and research organisations. Funding is offered through matched 
grants of up to $50,000 to support the implementation of a business innovation project. 

Business Management and Innovation Connections is for an established business that may be eligible if it is: 

�q�� an Eligible Corporation that is non-tax exempt and registered for GST; 

�q�� operate in, or are an enabling technology or service of, one of the following Industry Growth Sectors:  

�q�� Advanced Manufacturing 

�q�� Food and Agribusiness 

�q�� Medical Technologies and Pharmaceuticals 

�q�� Mining Equipment, Technology and Services 

�q�� Oil, Gas and Energy Resources 

�q�� have operated in Australia and filed BAS for the last three consecutive years; and 

�q�� have an annual turnover between $1.5 and $100 million OR between $750,000 and $100 million if operating a business in 
remote Australia and Northern Australia OR between $750,000 and $100 million, operating in the Tourism Sector in Northern 
Australia (Business Management only). 

Website https://www.business.gov.au/about/ausindustry-programme-summary 
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The $13.6 million Northern Australia Tourism Initiative is one of a suite of new programmes announced in response to Our North, 
Our Future: White Paper on Developing Northern Australia. The initiative combines the Entrepreneursô Programme ($9.4 million) 
with the Australian Small Business Advisory Services (ASBAS) programme ($4.2 million) to meet the needs of tourism businesses 
in northern Australia. ASBAS NATI focusses on six tourism advisory streams. These are: 

������Funding avenues and financial analysis 

������Building your business 

������Making the most of your talent and team 

������Management capabilities 

������Digital engagement implementation 

������Tourism ready. 

The objective of the ASBAS NATI is to improve the capacity of established, not-for-profit small business advisory service providers 
to deliver low cost small business advisory and information services to tourism small businesses and tourism small business 
intenders in northern Australia, whose products and/or services are or will be used by tourists. There are seven ASBAS NATI 
projects, which run until 30 June 2019. 

There are also two ASBAS National Interest projects (Central Queensland and Central Coast NSW). Currently, the total ASBAS 
projects is 43. 

ASBAS is delivered on behalf of the Treasury and the responsible minister is the Minister for Small Business. 

Website https://www.business.gov.au/Assistance/ASBAS-Northern-Australia-Tourism-Initiative 


