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Welcome to Issue 77 of Community Connections

Success for Burke Shire Council in National Stronger Regions Fund (NSRF)

Congratulations to Burke Shire Council Mayor Ernie Camp and team who received funding of $994,619 for the Burketown Wharf Precinct,
under the Federal Government’s National Stronger Regions Fund (NSRF). The NSRF has been very successful in providing funding for local
projects and allowing regional communities to identify their own priority projects, such as water infrastructure and facilities. In this final
round, the Federal Government has invested more than $126 million into 67 projects, worth a total of $462 million.

Building Better Regions Fund (BBRF)

The Federal Coalition Government will re-focus its billion dollar National Stronger Regions Fund (NSRF) to be eligible only to regional, rural
and remote Australia and be broadened to include small community groups. Minister for Regional Development Fiona Nash said the new
fund - to be known as the Building Better Regions Fund (BBRF) — will focus on regional, rural and remote areas, and will ensure that
smaller councils in rural areas will not have to compete with major capital city councils for funding. Guidelines for the BBRF are currently
being finalised, that will define the geographic boundaries for applicants and the types of infrastructure projects and community activities
that may be eligible for funding under the BBRF. We will keep you informed of developments on this new program.

Northern Australia Roads Programme (NARP)

We have welcomed the recent announcement of $140 million in Tranche 1 funding from this programme to Queensland Roads, including;

$33 million for the Flinders Highway, $5 million for the Barkly Highway
Kennedy Development Road.
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Ministerial Statement on Northern Australia

RDA congratulates Minister for Northern Australia Senator the Hon Matt Canavan on his speech to parliament on progress being made in
implementing the White Paper on Developing Northern Australia. I had the pleasure of representing RDA at the associated reception in
Canberra while also attending a City Deals workshop and IQ-RAP advocacy meetings.

In the following pages you will find a wide range of programs, grants and events to support regional development. I hope they may be of
assistance to you or someone in your community. Please feel free to share this newsletter or recommend signing up on our website.

Glenys Schuntner
Chief Executive Officer
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