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Welcome to Issue 39 of Community Connections  
 
$2 million to region for Regional Training Accommodation Facility  
Congratulations to Tec -NQ on their success in Round 4 of the Regional Development Australia Fund for their proposal for a Region al Training 
Accommodation Facility. The Australian Government is committing $2 million to this $4 million project that will provide accom mod ation for 
vocational education students from regional Queensland to study at Tec -NQ in Townsville. This project will have an economic impa ct through 
construction as well as providing a long -term education and community benefit to students who wish to study a vocation in the re gion but 
donôt have access to accommodation.  
 
This project will be particularly of benefit to the communities within our 
region that do not offer local vocational training. With this new 
accommodation facility, students will be able to stay within the region to 
get their training which will also hopefully lead to their employment in 
the region.  
 
We look forward to providing you with updates on the project as it 
progresses. For more information about Tec -NQð visit  
www.tecnq.com.au . 
 
RDA Regional Consultations  
We are meeting with communities across the region to engage in 
discussions about progressing regional priorities. We invite you to attend 
a workshop ðplease see Page 2 for information ðand/or complete our 
online survey at http://www.rdatanwq.org.au/regional -roadmap . 
 

It is important for us to capture as many ideas and opinions as possible 
and hope to see you at a workshop or read your views in our survey.  
 
Have a great week -end!  
 
Glenys Schuntner  

Chief Executive Officer  
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From Left: Dr Scott Crawford, RDA Committee member; Mr Bill Sperring, Educa-

tion Director, Tec -NQ; The Hon C atherine King, Minister for Regional Services, 

Local Communities and Territories; Mr Joe Hoolahan, Business Development 
Manager, Tec -NQ 

http://www.tecnq.com.au/
http://www.rdatanwq.org.au/regional-roadmap
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Regional Development Australia (RDA) is conducting a series of workshops across the Townsville and North West Queensland 
region from late May to mid -July.  

The content of these workshops is as follows.  

1.  To provide an update the RDA Fund and grants  

(a)  This will include feedback on RDAF grants to date; what was successful and why; how to build a stronger grant 
 application.  

2.  To seek input from communities on priority projects that will have the greatest impact on developing long term 
sustainability across our region over the next 10 -30 years  

(a)  This input will feed into the next Regional Roadmap in July 2013  

(b)  Items of relevance to the State Governmentôs development of a 30 year Queensland Plan will be included in the RDA 
 submission to the Queensland Plan consultation process.  

These workshops will provide an opportunity to have your say on future regional priorities that RDA can advocate to the atten tio n 
of Federal and State Governments.  

We would appreciate RSVPôs for catering purposes by at least 3 business days prior to your chosen workshop.  If you have any 
special dietary needs, please advise. RSVPs to go to Shannyn on 4760 1612 or info@rdanwq.org.au . 

 

mailto:info@rdanwq.org.au
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tǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΣ DǊŀƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ LƴƛǝŀǝǾŜǎ 

Creative Young Stars Program  

The Creative Young Stars Program will encourage, support and 
celebrate creative, cultural, academic and community 
achievement throughout Australia by students and young 
people.  

The Program will assist school students, and where appropriate 
their families, and post -school young people (25 years and 
under) requiring financial assistance to participate in activities, 

events or training in the following categories: creative and 
performing arts, cultural activities, academic endeavour, and 
school and community achievement.  

Grants of $500 are available for successful individual applicants 
and $3000 for successful group applications.  

Each electorate will have 23 grants of $500 for individuals and 
four grants of $3000 for groups each financial year over two 
application rounds. In Round 1, MPs can award up to 12 
individual and two group grants in their electorate.  

The $8 million Creative Young Stars Program was announced 
on 13 March 2013 in the National Cultural Policy Creative 
Australia.  

The Office for the Arts and the Department of Education, 
Employment and Workplace Relations (DEEWR) will work 
together to facilitate the delivery of this Program. DEEWR will 

administer the initiative.  

Closes:  21 June 2013  

Website:  
http://www.youth.gov.au/sites/youth/news/pages/
creative -young -stars   

Building Multicultural Communities Program  

Funding of approximately $4.55 million is available for the 
Building Multicultural Communities Program (BMCP) in 2013 ï
14. Funding is subject to relevant legal requirements.  

BMCP projects must be completed by 30  June 2014.  

The BMCP will provide one -off funding to eligible Australian not -
for -profit, incorporated community organisations and local 
government authorities that provide services and key support to 
their community groups, for projects that enhance multicultural 
community spaces through infrastructure, equipment and 
capital works.  

The BMCP aims to empower communities to embrace the 
benefits of multiculturalism and maintain cohesive and socially 
inclusive neighbourhoods. The enhanced multicultural 
community spaces will provide an opportunity for Australians of 
all backgrounds to come together for activities, programs and 
events, while promoting a sense of belonging for Australians of 
every race, culture and religion.  

BMCP funding will be available under two streams:  

¶ Stream One: non - fixed infrastructure and equipment  

¶ Stream Two: capital works and fixed infrastructure.  

Stream One will allow for individual grants of between $1,000 
and $10,000 for the purchase of non - fixed infrastructure to 
upgrade equipment in existing facilities, to promote and foster 
social inclusion.  

Stream Two will allow for individual grants of up to $150,000 to 
enhance existing facilities, to improve access for individuals, 
families and communities and to promote and foster social 
inclusion.  

Closes:  28 June 2013  

Website:  
ht tp: //www.immi.gov.au/ l iv ing - in - austral ia/
delivering -assistance/bmcp/   

Remote Vocational Training Scheme  

The Remote Vocational Training Scheme is a vocational training 
program for medical practitioners in remote and isolated 
communities throughout Australia.  The training provided meets 
the requirements for Fellowship of both ACRRM and RACGP.  

The RVTS is a four year program that has been designed to 
deliver structured distance education and supervision to doctors 
while they continue to provide general medical services to a 
remote and/or isolated community.  

Applications for doctors wishing to commence training with 
RVTS in February 2014 are now open.  

Closes:  28 June 2013  

Website:  http://www.rvts.org.au/  

Community Development Fund  

The Community Development Fund (CDF) will provide funding 
of $237.5 million over five years from 1 July 2013 to support 
social and economic development and participation across the 
59 remote regions that are part of the Remote Jobs and 
Communities Program (RJCP). The CDF will fund services and/
or activities that provide benefit to Indigenous communities 
and support the creation of jobs and employment - related 
participation opportunities for Indigenous and non - Indigenous 
job seekers participating in the RJCP.  

To view maps of the RJCP regions, go to www.deewr.gov.au/
rjcp . 

To encourage innovation and new investment in remote 
communities, a wide range of organisations are eligible to 
apply for CDF funding including remote Indigenous community 
organisations, local councils, non -government organisations, 
local employers as well as RJCP providers.  

Applications for CDF funding will be assessed through a 
national competitive grant process, with final decisions made 
by the Minister for Families, Community Services and 
Indigenous Affairs.  

Closes:  21 June 2013  

Website:  
http://www.fahcsia.gov.au/indigenous -australians/
grants - funding/community -development - fund -
remote - jobs -and -communities -program  

http://www.youth.gov.au/sites/youth/news/pages/creative-young-stars
http://www.youth.gov.au/sites/youth/news/pages/creative-young-stars
http://www.immi.gov.au/living-in-australia/delivering-assistance/bmcp/
http://www.immi.gov.au/living-in-australia/delivering-assistance/bmcp/
http://www.rvts.org.au/
http://www.deewr.gov.au/rjcp
http://www.deewr.gov.au/rjcp
http://www.fahcsia.gov.au/indigenous-australians/grants-funding/community-development-fund-remote-jobs-and-communities-program
http://www.fahcsia.gov.au/indigenous-australians/grants-funding/community-development-fund-remote-jobs-and-communities-program
http://www.fahcsia.gov.au/indigenous-australians/grants-funding/community-development-fund-remote-jobs-and-communities-program
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tǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΣ DǊŀƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ LƴƛǝŀǝǾŜǎ 

Community Food Grants 2013 -14  

The Australian Government is investing $1.5 million in the new 
Community Food Grants program.  The Community Food 
Grants program is a key initiative of the National Food Plan . 

The program will provide small grants to support the 
establishment or improvement of community food initiatives, 
such as farmersô markets, food cooperatives, food hubs, 
community gardens and city farms. It will also support 
initiatives that address food insecurity, such as food rescue 
services.  

Grants of up to $10 000 for community gardens, city farms or 
similar activities and up to $25 000 for farmersô markets, food 
rescue and similar activities will be available. Grants will be 
made available for projects to achieve one or more of the 
following objectives:  

¶ use community food initiatives to build social networks, 

community cohesion and resilience, and build connections 
between farmers and consumers  

¶ improve peopleôs knowledge about food production and 

preparation to encourage the adoption of healthy diets  

¶ improve peopleôs knowledge of food production and 

agriculture in urban areas  

¶ help provide surplus safe and nutritious food to 

disadvantaged groups.  

Closes:  4 July 2013  

Website:  
http://daff.gov.au/agriculture - food/food/
community - food -grants  

Caring for our Country Innovation Grants  

Innovation Grants will help Australian farmers, fishers, groups 
and businesses implement sustainable practices and build 
capacity. Innovation is essential to ensure our natural resources 
are managed in a sustainable way and continue to support the 
communities and businesses that rely upon them.  

Innovation Grants ranging between $250 000 to $1.5 million 
(GST Exclusive) will help drive the development and adoption of 
innovative practices and technology across the agriculture, 

fishing, aquaculture and farm forestry sectors.  

A range of innovative projects may be eligible, including:  

¶ projects that promote the uptake of new and innovative 

practices such as permanent bed vegetable production  

¶ projects that use new technology including digital 

information systems such as smart phone and notepad 
applications to deliver timely information to farmers to 
facilitate informed natural resource decision making  

¶ institutional and market based approaches that involve the 

whole supply chain and will increase the adoption of 
sustainable production practices.  

Closes:  2pm 4 July 2013  

Website:  
http://www.nrm.gov.au/funding/agriculture/
innovation/index.html  

9ǾŜƴǘǎ  -  If you have an event that will support the development and sustainability of our communities, please  

forward information to info@rdanwq.org.au   (RDA reserves the right to assess what information can be published.)  

Click here  to visit our website for details of previously promoted events.  

Queensland Retail Leases Act Course  

This half -day course will develop your confidence and competence to lease or administer leases and interact with tenants correct ly 
and more professionally.  By the end of this course you should understand the key sections of the Retail Leases Act.  The aim  of  
this half day course is to develop key knowledge and skills with regards to the practice of leasing tenancy mix.  

Date:  21 June 2013  

Time:  9.00am to 2.00pm  

Venue:  
MacDonnells Law Boardroom  
Level 1, 131 Denham Street, Townsville  

Register:  http://www.propertyoz.com.au/qld/Article/EventDetail.aspx?p=31&id=3169  

http://daff.gov.au/nationalfoodplan/home
http://daff.gov.au/agriculture-food/food/community-food-grants
http://daff.gov.au/agriculture-food/food/community-food-grants
http://www.nrm.gov.au/funding/agriculture/innovation/index.html
http://www.nrm.gov.au/funding/agriculture/innovation/index.html
mailto:info@rdanwq.org.au
http://www.rdatanwq.org.au/events
http://www.propertyoz.com.au/qld/Article/EventDetail.aspx?p=31&id=3169
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The Australian Business Account (ABA)  

Is your business overwhelmed with red tape? Are you having trouble keeping up with all your registrations and paperwork?  

There is a better way to manage all your businesses, all online, all in the one place ï get a FREE Australian Business Account.  

Why should you sign up?  Your ABA connects you to your local, state and federal government business obligations. It's delivered 
by a partnership of all 3 levels of government. Use your ABA to:  

¶ Get updates about changes to regulations  

¶ Find and save the regulations that relate to your business  

¶ Reduce your paperwork by pre - filling forms  

¶ Apply for a range of licences online  

¶ Keep a record of the forms you've submitted online  

¶ Receive updates about new tools, events and webinars  

¶ Be kept in the loop about ways to increase your bottom line  

¶ Get updates about opportunities in your industry  

How do you get an ABA? Signing up is easy.  

¶ It takes just 5 minutes  

¶ It's free  

¶ Your details are secure and private  

¶ You manage the information that's sent to you  

Don't get overwhelmed with your business obligations ï get an ABA!  

Go to: http://www.business.qld.gov.au/aba  and sign up today!  

Lƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƴŜǿǎ 

The Australian Business Licence and Information Service (ABLIS)  

ABLIS helps you find the government licences, permits, approvals, registrations, codes of practice, standards and guidelines you  
need to know about to meet your compliance responsibilities.  If you are starting, operating, growing, or closing a business,  ABLIS 
will reduce the run -around and give you the time to get on with business.  Find out which government licences and registrations 
apply to your business, and create and download a personalised report containing:  

¶ A summary of state or territory, local and Australian government requirements relevant to your business.  

¶ Information about licence fees, how to apply, periods of cover and renewals.  

¶ How to access application and renewal forms.  

¶ Where to go for more help and information.  

Go to: https://ablis.business.gov.au/pages/home.aspx  and search today!  

Super Charter consultations commence  

Minister for Superannuation Bill Shorten has urged those interested in the future of super to have their say by making a 
submission or attending a public forum on Australia's first Super Charter.  

The Super Charter is currently being drafted by the Charter Group of experts which are conducting consultations and seeking 
submissions.  The purpose of the Charter is to enshrine the core objectives, values and principles of our superannuation syst em for 
the long term.  The Charter is being developed against the core principles of certainty, adequacy, fairness and sustainabilit y.   

The Charter Group will also seek input on the establishment of a Council of Superannuation Custodians.  The Council will repo rt 
annually on the adequacy, performance and sustainability of superannuation, as well as make recommendations to Parliament for  
improvements.  The Council will act as an impartial, expert superannuation body which protects the integrity of the scheme an d 

ensures the policy settings are consistent with its core objectives, values and principles.  

The Discussion Paper: Charter of Superannuation Adequacy and Sustainability and Council of Superannuation Custodians also 
released by the Minister on 9 May provides a framework for consultation.  

The Discussion Paper and Terms of Reference can be found by visiting  www.treasury.gov.au/supercharter .  The Charter Group will 
consider the need for additional further public forums. Consultation closes on Friday 21 June 2013.  

http://www.business.qld.gov.au/aba
https://ablis.business.gov.au/pages/home.aspx
http://www.treasury.gov.au/supercharter
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Minister Combet launches Clean Energy Map  

The Clean Energy Map is an online, map -based tool that brings 
together Australian Government initiatives that are helping to 
shape Australiaôs clean energy transformation. This includes all 
announced Clean Technology Investment Program and Clean 
Technology Food and Foundry Program projects that are 
underway across Australia.  

The map highlights the 1,200+ projects that are happening 
nationwide to reduce gas emissions and energy costs.  

Visit http://www.cleanenergymap.gov.au/  to take a tour and 
browse through the map.  

Australian Institute of Management Excellence Awards  

The Australian Institute of Management Excellence Awards have 
been recognising inspirational, passionate and talented 
managers across Queensland and the Northern Territory for 
over 20 years.  

Nominations and applications for the 2013 AIM Excellence 
Awards are now open and AIM are again seeking the best 
managers and leaders from business, government and industry.  

The categories are as follows:  

¶ Professional Manager of the Year  

¶ Owner Manager of the Year  

¶ Young Manager of the Year  

¶ Not for Profit Manager of the Year  

Nominations close 15 July 2013 and applications close 29 July 
2013.  

Visit http://www.managementawards.com.au/about.html  for 
further information.  

Women in Male -Dominated Industries: A toolkit of 
strategies  

A toolkit has been designed by the Australian Human Rights 
Commission to assist leaders in organisations to develop 
strategies to increase the representation of women in male -
dominated industries. It provides practical suggestions and 
examples of different kinds of workplace strategies and 
mechanisms across four areas of: attraction, recruitment, 
retention and development of women.  

For more information on the toolkit, visit http://
www.humanrights.gov.au/women - male -dominated - industries -
toolkit -strategies . 


