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Welcome to Issue 41 of Community Connections  
 
RDA is delighted to share some very good news on funding we have secured for 5 projects within our region!  
 
The Regional Development Australia (RDA) Townsville and North West Queensland  Committee has been advocating for financial 
support of a wide range of initiatives and has welcomed the recent announcements of Federal Government funding for projects t hat  
have been developed under the Northern Queensland Strategy (NQS). These projects include $8.9 million in funding to Anittel a nd 
James Cook University for the Tropical Knowledge and Innovation Centre in Townsville, $5 million in funding to the Townsville  City 
Councilôs Tony Ireland Stadium and $3 million in funding to MBD Energy for the Pacific Reef Waste Bio-remediation and Aquacultur e 
Feed project in Ayr. These projects have been strongly supported by the local RDA Committee in the development and advocacy f or 
strategic projects under the Northern Queensland Strategy, in partnership with RDA Fitzroy Central West, RDA Mackay Whitsunda y, 
and RDA Far North Queensland and Torres Strait. We appreciated the time that the Hon Catherine King, the Federal Minister for  
Regional Australia, Local Government and Territories gave to travelling to Townsville and Ayr last week to make some of these  
announcements. We have been advised that funding for these projects is committed in the 2013 -14 Federal Government Budget.  
 
Other NQS priorities put to the Commonwealth Government earlier this year included the Bruce Highway, the Hann Highway and a 
Northern Queensland Infrastructure Plan. We are delighted that both major political parties have since committed funding to t he 
Bruce Highway and a focus on infrastructure planning in Northern Australia.  
 

We have also welcomed RDAF funding of $500,000 to McKinlay Shireôs participation space and funding for RDAF Round 5 B projects 
that our RDA Committee shortlisted and recommended in July. Funding of $500,000 has been committed to the Burdekin Shire 
Council and PCYC for their Community Redevelopment project and $5 million has been committed to The Salvation Army for a new 
Multi -Purpose Centre in Townsville. We have been advised that all of these projects are funded in the 2013 -14 Federal Budget.  
 
In closing I would like to take this opportunity to thank our retiring Committee member Cr Tracy Forshaw. Tracy lives in Greg ory  and 
has travelled extensively to attend local community consultations and RDA meetings over the past two years. We have really va lue d 
and appreciated Tracyôs input into the development of our Regional Roadmap and initiatives. I know you will join me in thanking 
Tracy and sending her our best wishes.  
 
Glenys Schuntner  

Chief Executive Officer  
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рл҈ ǘŀƪŜ-ǳǇ ƛƴ !ƛǘƪŜƴǾŀƭŜ ϧ aǳƴŘƛƴƎōǳǊǊŀ 
 
Townsville is officially Australiaôs most NBN-ready city. Superfast broadband is now available to an area containing 15,000 home s 
and businesses.  

An area covering a further 4000 premises in Pimlico, Hyde Park, Currajong, Vincent and Kirwan is set to come online in the co min g 
months.  

At a ceremony this morning, the NBN was switched on for 12,400 premises across the CBD and suburbs including Castle Hill, Pim li-
co and Currajong down to Gulliver, Heatley and Cranbrook. Thatôs in addition to Aitkenvale and Mundingburra where the NBN is 
already up and running. It was revealed today that around 50 per cent of homes and businesses in the fibred -up areas there are 
now connected to the network ï a figure that is higher than the national average.  

In the areas around Australia where the NBN fibre network has been up and running for more than six months, around 30 per cen t 
of premises passed by the fibre have taken up an NBN service.  

ñItôs great to see Tropical North Queensland leading the country in innovation,ò said NBN Co Community Relations Manager for 
Queensland Ryan Williams  

ñMore Townsville families can enjoy a high-speed internet connection with multiple devices connected all at once. They can work 
from home with ease and make video calls without worrying about constant drop outs.ò* 

One Townville company already experiencing the benefits of the NBN is National Qualifications Australia, an online workplace tra in-
ing provider.  

ñWe connected to the NBN 12 months ago and our experience has been amazing. Our monthly internet costs have stayed the 
same, but the connection is incredibly fast and has enabled us to save money elsewhere,ò said NQAôs Director Angela Magnan.* 

ñWeôve been able to shift our whole business to the cloud, reduce our use of paper substantially and offer more training courses 

online. Iôd encourage everyone in active NBN areas to make the switch.ò 

Across Queensland, construction of the fibre network has commenced for more than 177,500 premises^. In addition, the fibre al-
ready passes 39,800 homes and businesses in areas such as Toowoomba, Aspley, Goodna and Townsville, with Cairns and Mackay 
to switch on soon.  

NBN fibre construction is planned to commence or be complete for 934,300 Queensland premises by mid -2016^. The entire NBN 
rollout is due to be completed by 2021.  

RDA Committee Member Jeremy Moffat and Minister 
for Broadband, Communications and the Digital Econ-
omy, Anthony Albanese 

5ƛƎƛǘŀƭ 9ŎƻƴƻƳȅ ¦ǇŘŀǘŜ 
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tǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΣ DǊŀƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ LƴƛǝŀǝǾŜǎ 

Get Going Grants ðFunding to help clubs grow  

Get Going  is one of three funding programs that comprise the 
Queensland Governmentôs Get in the Game  initiative to support 
sport and recreation at the grassroots level.  

Get Going  provides funding to support not - for -profit local sport 
and recreation organisations for projects that create 
opportunities for more Queenslanders to become members.  

Organisations are eligible for funding up to a maximum of 
$10,000 (GST exclusive).  

Organisations eligible to apply are:  

¶ Queensland not - for -profit sport and recreation 

organisations and not - for - profit   community 
organisations (whose primary objective is sport or 
recreation) incorporated under the:  

 ̄ Associations Incorporation Act 1981  (Qld)  

 ̄ Corporations Act 2001  (Cwlth)  

 ̄ Cooperatives Act 2002  (Cwlth)  

 ̄ Corporations (Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander) Act 2006  (Cwlth)  

¶ incorporated university sports clubs.  

Organisations must also:  

¶ be compliant with the Office of Fair Trading  

¶ have met all obligations for projects currently funded by 

the department.  

Closes:  15 October 2013  

Website:  
http://www.nprsr.qld.gov.au/funding/
getinthegame/getgoing.html  

Get Playing Grants ðFunding to improve facilities  

Get Playing  is one of three funding programs that comprise the 
Queensland Governmentôs Get in the Game  initiative to support 
sport and recreation at the grassroots level.  

Get Playing  aims to assist local sport and recreation 
organisations with facility development so more Queenslanders 
are encouraged to become involved in the sport and recreation 
activity of their choice.  

Organisations are eligible for funding up to a maximum of 
$100,000 (GST exclusive).  

Applicants will need to contribute a minimum of 20 per cent to 
the total eligible project costs (which may include in -kind 
contributions).  

Organisations eligible to apply are the same as the Get Going 
Grant above.  

Closes:  15 October 2013  

Website:  
http://www.nprsr.qld.gov.au/funding/
getinthegame/getplaying.html  

2013 Commonwealth Home and Community Care Funding 
Round  

The Commonwealth Home and Community Care (HACC) 
Program provides funding for basic maintenance¸ care and 
support services for older people and their carers¸ who live in 
the community and whose capacity for independent living is at 
risk¸ or who are at risk of premature or inappropriate admission 
to long term residential care. Older people are people aged 65 
years and over and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people 
aged 50 years and over.  

The Department of Health and Ageing is seeking applications 

from organisations to enhance¸ expand or establish new service 
delivery under the Commonwealth HACC Program. The grant 
application round is now open¸ with $281.2 million available for 
provision of services in early 2014 until 30 June 2015.  

Organisations interested in applying for funding must address 
the assessment criteria in the format outlined in the application 
form. Documentation providing further details on the application 
and assessment process¸ including funding priorities¸ is 
available for downloading after completing the Applicants 
Register on the Department of Health and Ageing website at 
http://www.health.gov.au/tenders . 

Closes:  2pm 2 September 2013  

Website:  
http://www.health.gov.au/internet/main/
publishing.nsf/Content/grantDoHA0031314  

Round 5 Rural Health Continuing Education Stream Two 
Grants  

The Rural Health Continuing Education Grants sub -program 
Stream Two (RHCE2) is one of a number of Australian 
Government measures to support health professionals in rural 
and remote Australia in accessing continuing education and 
training.   

The RHCE2 program is funded by the Australian Government, 
through the Department of Health and Ageing, and 
administered by the National Rural Health Alliance (NRHA).  

There are three grant categories: up to $60,000 for 
organisations developing and delivering CPD for which there 
is a demonstrated need in rural and remote areas; up to 
$40,000 for organisations delivering CPD; and up to $6,000 
for individuals or multidisciplinary groups accessing CPD. 

Closes:  10 October 2013  

Website:  http://rhce.ruralhealth.org.au/about - rhce2  

http://www.nprsr.qld.gov.au/funding/getinthegame/getgoing.html
http://www.nprsr.qld.gov.au/funding/getinthegame/getgoing.html
http://www.nprsr.qld.gov.au/funding/getinthegame/getplaying.html
http://www.nprsr.qld.gov.au/funding/getinthegame/getplaying.html
http://www.health.gov.au/tenders
http://www.health.gov.au/internet/main/publishing.nsf/Content/grantDoHA0031314
http://www.health.gov.au/internet/main/publishing.nsf/Content/grantDoHA0031314
http://rhce.ruralhealth.org.au/about-rhce2
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tǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΣ DǊŀƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ LƴƛǝŀǝǾŜǎ 

Caltex Sponsorship Program  

Caltex is committed to supporting the communities in which 
they work and live. Caltex refineries and service stations 
support a variety of organisations, events and programs in 
local communities. From schools to sporting clubs, 
environmental projects to emergency services and surf 
lifesaving, they believe it's important to stay in touch with their 
neighbours and remain committed to their own backyard.  

Nationally, the corporate sponsorship program looks to partner 
with a select group of Australian organisations that share the 
Caltex values and leverage support to make a real difference in 
the community.  

At Caltex, they believe in encouraging staff to contribute 
directly to the work of not - for -profit partners by providing 
regular team volunteering opportunities around Australia.  For 
those who choose to donate through the employee giving 
scheme, Fuelling Change, staff contributions are matched 
dollar for dollar by the company.  

Corporate sponsorship requests should be emailed to: 
sponsorship@caltex.com.au . 

Local community -based sponsorship applications should be 
directed to your local refinery or service station.  

Please note that Caltex's social investment program does not 
provide support or funding for:  

¶ political or religious activities  

¶ individuals (directly or for fundraising purposes)  

¶ international not - for -profit organisations  

¶ hazardous, dangerous or gambling related activities  

¶ programs or initiatives that may be construed as racially 

prejudiced or discriminatory  

¶ business related conference, exhibition or member 

organisation sponsorship -  except where there is an 
explicit link to the Caltex brand  

¶ salaries or administrative funding  

¶ overseas travel  

Closes:  Ongoing  

Website:  
http://www.caltex.com.au/
CommunityAndEnvironment/SocialInvestment/
Pages/Home.aspx  

Small Grants for Small Rural Communities  

The Small Grants for Small Rural Communities is a collaborative 
program supported by various partners. It is the longest 
running and broadest program offered by the Foundation for 
Rural and Regional Renewal (FRRR). The program is open twice 
a year, and closes at the end of March and September.   

The program will offer up to $400,000 per round   in grants up 
to $5,000 for projects and activities that offer clear public 
benefit for communities, with populations of 10,000 or less, 
living in small rural and remote locations in Australia, 
contributing to their development in social and community 
welfare, economic, environmental, health, education or cultural 
areas.  

Applications are invited from not - for -profit, incorporated 
community organisations. Organisations should have an ABN or 
Incorporation Certificate and projects must be for a charitable 

purpose (benefit the whole community).   Deductable Gift 
Recipient status (DGR) is not required for this grant program.  

While the criteria for this program is broad, FRRR cannot fund 
operational and administration costs, travel or accommodation. 
Please note also, that the encouragement or advancement of 
sport, recreation and social activities is not considered a 
charitable activity by the Australian Taxation Office. Applications 
from sporting organisations need to clearly demonstrate a 
benefit to the wider community. If you are unsure if your 
project is eligible please contact the office to discuss the idea.  

Closes:  27 September 2013  

Website:  
h t t p : / / w w w . f r r r . o r g . a u / c b _ p a g e s /
small_grants_for_small_communities.php  

Heart Foundation Focus Grants  

The Heart Foundation Focus Grant is designed to address 
research questions directly relevant to the work of the Heart 
Foundation.  The Heart Foundation will identify research needs, 
explore strategic approaches for how to best address those 
needs and announce research questions for funding.  

Three research questions have been proposed for the 2013 
Heart Foundation Focus Grants:  

1.  Improving the patient journey for Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples with heart disease  

2.  Relationship between patient delay distribution and 12 
month health outcomes  

3.  Absolute risk screening in Pharmacy  

The Heart Foundation Focus grant will provide up to $150,000 
in funding and is open to all cardiovascular researchers.  

Closes:  1 October 2013  

Website:  
http://www.heartfoundation.org.au/research/
funding/Pages/heart - foundation - focus -grants.aspx  

mailto:sponsorship@caltex.com.au
http://www.caltex.com.au/CommunityAndEnvironment/SocialInvestment/Pages/Home.aspx
http://www.caltex.com.au/CommunityAndEnvironment/SocialInvestment/Pages/Home.aspx
http://www.caltex.com.au/CommunityAndEnvironment/SocialInvestment/Pages/Home.aspx
http://www.frrr.org.au/cb_pages/small_grants_for_small_communities.php
http://www.frrr.org.au/cb_pages/small_grants_for_small_communities.php
http://www.heartfoundation.org.au/research/funding/Pages/heart-foundation-focus-grants.aspx
http://www.heartfoundation.org.au/research/funding/Pages/heart-foundation-focus-grants.aspx
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The Gulf Area Community Social Development Trust  

The Trust was established by the Queensland Government under the Gulf Communities Agreement and is a sub fund of the 
Queensland Community Foundation.  This fund provides grants that promote the interests and welfare of residents in the Gulf A rea  
Community by supporting projects and initiatives that encourage educational, health, cultural and social development.  

To be eligible for funding from the trust, projects must:  

¶ benefit the Gulf Area community;  

¶ meet the objectives of the trust; and  

¶ be delivered by organisations with ñdeductible gift recipientò status (as granted by the Australian Tax Office) 

Closes:  30 September 2013  

Website:  www.datsima.qld.gov.au/atsis/aboriginal - torres -strait - islander -peoples/grants -and - funding  

9ǾŜƴǘǎ  -  If you have an event that will support the development and sustainability of our communities, please  

forward information to info@rdanwq.org.au   (RDA reserves the right to assess what information can be published.)  

Click here  to visit our website for details of previously promoted events.  

Spinal Injuries Association ðHear Paulôs Story 

It was like any other Thursday afternoon in 2007 when Paul 

was working as an electrician on a Queensland construction 
site.  He was asked to stay behind to help with a routine task 
that ended up changing not just his life, but his familyôs lives, 
permanently.  

A father of two, Paul has shared his story with people all over 
Australia inspiring them to stay safe at work, at home and on 
the roads.  He talks about the impact of his injury on all 
aspects of his life with great humour and honesty.  

Attend one of the free events sponsored by BHP Billiton 
Cannington to hear Paulôs story. 

Cloncurry  

Date:  2 September 2013  

Time:  6.30pm to 8.00pm  

Venue:  
Cloncurry Council Precinct, Ernest Henry Function 
Rooms  

RSVP:  07 3391 2044 or seatatwork@spinal.com.au  

Foundations in Directorship Course from the Australian 
Institute of Company Directors to be held in Mount Isa  

There are three days, being:  

Finance for Directors ð 
The course explains and assesses company financials through 
the eyes of the director and outlines the key responsibilities of a 

director in monitoring the accuracy and integrity of the 
organisationôs financial accounting systems.  

Strategy and Risk for Directors ð 
This 1 day Strategy and Risk for Directors course provides new 
directors, senior executives and managers with the basic skills 
required to assist with identifying, formulating and monitoring 
an organisation's strategy; the link between strategy and 
financial performance; and how to measure strategy and risk 
against an organisation's objectives.   

Governance for Directors ð 
Take away insights into leadership, governance and the 
boardroom environment. Know what a directorôs role is in 
monitoring performance and meeting compliance obligations, as 
well as the rights of directors.  

Date:  10 -12 September 2013  

Cost:  $2,950+GST  

Register:  Jennine.tax@cariblue.com.au  or 0414 614 734  

Queensland Multicultural Week  

Showcasing cultural diversity, the Queensland Multicultural Weekôs program of events includes a series of regional concerts and 
special events including the Queensland Multicultural Awards.  There are also more than 20 community events to be held across  
the state that are funded through the Multicultural Queensland Partnerships Program.  

Date:  31 August 2013 to 8 September 2013  

Website:  www.datsima.qld.gov.au  

http://www.datsima.qld.gov.au/atsis/aboriginal-torres-strait-islander-peoples/grants-and-funding
mailto:info@rdanwq.org.au
http://www.rdatanwq.org.au/events
mailto:seatatwork@spinal.com.au
mailto:Jennine.tax@cariblue.com.au
http://www.datsima.qld.gov.au
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9ǾŜƴǘǎ  -  If you have an event that will support the development and sustainability of our communities, please  

forward information to info@rdanwq.org.au   (RDA reserves the right to assess what information can be published.)  

Click here  to visit our website for details of previously promoted events.  
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