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Welcome to Issue 43 of Community Connections  
 
 
Over the past four weeks since the federal election, we have been inundated with questions about the future of the Regional 
Development Australia Fund and in particular projects that our RDA has supported and have had funding announced but for which  no  
contracts have been signed yet. These projects include:  
 
The Salvation Army Multi -Purpose Centre in Townsville $5 million  
The Burdekin Shire Council/ PCYC project in Ayr $500,000  
Pacific Reef/ MBD Energy aquaculture bio -remediation project in Ayr $3 million  
James Cook University/ Anittel Tropical Knowledge and Innovation Centre in Townsville $8.9 million  
The Participation Space in Julia Creek $500,000  
Hughenden Showground's Kitchen Upgrade $500,000  
Tec-NQ Student accommodation facility in Townsville $2 million  
 
At this stage we are awaiting further advice on the future of Regional Development Australia and the RDAF program, but have 
received the following initial advice. óThe Government is establishing its work program and is working through specific options on 
funding for regional development.   Funding will continue to be delivered to Regional Development Australia Fund (RDAF) projects that 
are under contract.  The Government will deliver a National Stronger Regions Fund, which will help build social and community 

infrastructure, including community facilities and local services.   The issue of funding for uncontracted RDAF projects will be 
considered in the context of available funds and the delivery of the National Stronger Regions Fund.   The Government is committe d 
to working with regions to create dynamic, stable, secure and viable economies across Australia and will be providing advice sho rtly 
on how this will best be achievedô 
 
We will keep you informed of updates on RDA and RDAF as they occur and will be talking with each project proponent.  
 
Queensland Government Royalties for Regions funding announcements are due soon and we wish all applicants success and in 
particular those with whom we were involved in providing letters of support.  
 
Glenys Schuntner  

Chief Executive Officer  
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ACT for Kids Child and Family Centre of Excellence leads the way in national child protection  

In 2012, Act for Kids was awarded $3.4 million from the Regional Development Australia Fund (RDAF) Round 2 and Queensland 
Governmentôs Department of Communities, Child Safety and Disability Services committed $600,000 to support the $4.6 million 
development of the Act for Kids Child and Family Centre of Excellence, scheduled for completion in late 2013.  

The centre is now well under construction at the James Cook University Campus in Townsville, that provided an in -kind donation i n 
the provision of land. The building's foundation and many of the underground utilities are in place, and the structure is com ing  out 
of the ground. Hutchinson Builders have been appointed as the contractor for the facility, helping to develop the sustainable  
building skills of local construction workers.  

The centre is on track to be the first of its kind in the region, pushing the boundaries of sustainable design and leading fu tur e 

service development. The centre will improve best -practice across the sector and will integrate therapeutic support for children  and 
families, Act for Kidsô unique Early Education Program kindy, extensive research and tertiary course development. 

Act for Kids CEO, Dr Neil Carrington, said: ñItôs exciting to see our vision for the regionôs most advanced therapeutic centre 
become a reality.  

ñNot only will the centre be a family friendly facility for community use, it will also enable us to increase the capacity and c apability 
of the human services sector in the region, create safer home environments for children, increase community awareness of 
childrenôs needs and provide better access for Indigenous children and families to culturally appropriate support.ò 

The Act for Kids Child and Family Centre of Excellence will include:  

¶ purpose -built therapy spaces and a specialist preschool with indoor and outdoor play areas for abused and neglected children;  

¶ improved office facilities to accommodate delivery of outreach parenting support and programs;  

¶ a child friendly outdoor play and meeting space for families and for Act for Kids and other community organisations to conduc t 

 parenting programs;  

¶ a training centre for professional development workshops, undergraduate subjects and postgraduate courses developed in 

 partnership with James Cook University; and  

¶ a child safety and development research centre to promote evidence based practice, evaluate services and inform program 

 and policy development.  

For further information, visit https://actforkids.com.au/centre -of -excellence.html . 
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