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Welcome to Issue 45 of Community Connections
It has been a busy period for RDA as | am sure it is for everyone else leading up to Christmas!

RDA meeting with the Deputy Prime Minister in Townsville

RDA Chairs and CEOs from across northern Queensland met with the Deputy Prime Minister to provide a briefing on cross -regional
collaboration on the Northern Queensland Strategy (NQS). The Deputy Prime Minister congratulated RDAs on their work and
encouraged us to continue working on the NQS and to meet with other northern Australia RDA colleagues in early 2014 as a prel ude

to input to the development of the White Paper on Northern Australia Development.

RDA Committee Meeting in Mount Isa

Our Committee held its bi  -monthly meeting and reviewed submissions for the 30 year State electricity strategy and State ports

strategy, both of which are due in coming days along with the State digital economy strategy. Our special guest speaker was D r Nick
Austin, CEO of the  Australian Centre for International Agricultural Research who spoke about fADeveloping cou
northern Australia dwhat role for agricultural researcho | recommend taking a | ot

RDA Regional Roads Forum in Longreach

50 stakeholders from across the state including the Department of Transport and Main Roads, other State Government

representatives, Council Mayors, CEOs and staff, RACQ, Agforce and other regional stakeholders attended this meeting. Signifi cant
information on road planning and advocacy was shared on the day and consensus was reached on criteria for prioritising region al
roads. An Interim Working Group has been formed to take initial actions forward. More news on this soon!

Deputy Prime Minister honours RDAF rounds 2, 3 and 4 commitments

The Commonwealth Government has announced funding for Tec -NQdés accommodation facility for reg
school -based apprenticeships in Townsville. However, the RDAF Round 5 and 5 B projects that were submitted and/or announced
prior to the election will not be funded at present. For more information, click here . We will keep you informed of new opportunities.

All the best to the NBL Townsville Crocodiles tonight and WNBL Townsville Fire on Saturday and Sunday!
Cheers

Glenys Schuntner

Chief Executive Officer
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http://aciar.gov.au/
http://www.minister.infrastructure.gov.au/wt/releases/2013/December/wt040_2013.aspx
http://rda.gov.au/node/15
http://rda.gov.au/node/15
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Draft Queensland Digital Economy Strategy

The Queens!l and G @nafe Queensland Bigital Economy Strategy has been released for public consultation. The
consultation runs over five weeks and closes at midnight on 9 December 2013

The Queensland Government has released the draft strategy for consultation so all Queenslanders can have their say about how
the state can plug into the potential of the internet and digital technologies to advance our economy and improve the lives o f
Queenslanders particularly in rural and remote areas.

Feedback and participation in the draft strategy consultation is welcome, via the interactive digital hub at
www.godigitalgld.dsitia.gld.gov.au

Here, you can download the draft strategy, answer questions online and access newsfeeds and social media posts to find out mo re
about the digital economy and the governmentds strategy.
Your support in helping to 6spread the wordd about the release of

appreciated.

If you have any questions or would like further information, an email can be sent to godigital@innovation.dsitia.gld.gov.au
Alternatively, you can contact Mr John Gray, Director, Digital Economy Policy Engagement and Collaboration on (07) 3234 1659.
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Regional Arts Fund

The Regional Arts Fund is an Australian Government program that supports sustainable cultural development in regional and

remote communities in Australia. This recognises that one in three Australians live in regional, rural and remote parts of Au str alia.
Funding is targeted at activities that will have long -term cultural, economic and social benefits for individuals and communitie s by:
q developing partnerships and cultural networks
il providing artists with professional development and employment opportunities
il supporting arts and community development projects that provide local communities with the opportunity to participate in,
and access cultural activities, and
q emphasising building capacity in disadvantaged, youth, very remote and/or Indigenous communities.
Artslink Queensland manages the fund on behalf of the Federal Ministry for the Arts and Local governments are eligible to apply
for up to $30,000 project funding for community arts projects in regional Queensland.
Closes: 17 March 2014
Website: http://artslinkgld.com.au/workshopandfundingrounds

Applications now open for 2014 National Youth Awards
Young Australians aged 12 to 25 are being encouraged to nominate for the 2014 National Youth Awards.

The National Youth Awards help promote the important contribution young people make to Australia, and will help encourage mor e
young people to chase their dreams and become more involved in the life of their communities.

There are seven Award categories -six of which recognise individuals. The other will celebrate positive news reporting about youn g
people in Australia.

The Award categories are:

Health and Wellbeing
Creating Pathways
Community Leadership
Safer Communities
Personal Courage

Cultural Understanding, and
The Positive Media Award.
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Closes: 8 January 2014

Website: www.youthweek.com/nya

www.rdanwg.org.au
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http://www.vision6.com.au/ch/12285/2c351dk/1936259/3b1889dqm.html
mailto:godigital@innovation.dsitia.qld.gov.au
http://artslinkqld.com.au/workshopandfundingrounds
http://www.youthweek.com/nya

t N2E3IN) Yaz

Language, Literacy and Numeracy Practitioner SITA Community Grants Program
Scholarships Program
SI TAGs Communi ty Gr ant s program \
The Australian Government is providing scholarships of up to organisations that fit with their core philosophy of supporting
$5,250 to individuals to undertake an approved adult Language, local participation in social and environmental projects which
Literacy and Numeracy (LLN) practitioner qualification through help create a more sustainable future.

the LLN Practitioner Scholarships Program.
SI TA6s community grants are specific

Applications are invited from ellglble individuals interested in diverse range of Organisations located in the communities in
undertaking an approved course in adult LLN, commencing in which they operate.
2014.
Grants of $5,000 are available for projects that have a positive

Closes: 11 December 2013 impact on your community.

http://www.industry.gov.au/SKkills/ cl ) 3 20
Website: LiteracyAndNumeracy/ oses: 1 January 2014

’ LanguageLiteracyAndNumeracyPractitionerScholars ] ] ]

hipsProgram/Pages/default.aspx Website: http://www.sitacommunitygrants.com.au/

IMB Community Foundation o Applications now open

The IMB Community Foundation was established in 1999 to provide financial support to community groups with positive ideas and
concepts to help them convert their ideas into working projects.

Since its inception, the IMB Community Foundation has granted $6.6 million to support over 400 projects with a diverse range of
project themes, throughout local communities.

The IMB Community Foundation strives to achieve the following objectives:

il To encourage and assist economic, social and environmental diversification within the communities in which IMB operates
(projects must have strong links to the areas in which IMB members live and work);

q To advance shared prosperity and sustainability in the region by supporting social, cultural, environmental, heritage,
educational, tourism and economic initiatives within communities, which will ultimately provide economic and social
benefits;

q To promote the mutual and self -help philosophies of IMB;

q To identify and support activities that encourage self -sufficiency through transfer of skills and knowledge, and that may
develop new physical resources;

T To encourage and support volunteer inputs throughout the communities;

T To strengthen | MBds community and business networKks;

T Ultimately, to build and strengthen "community assets".

Closes: 24 January 2014

Website: http://www.imb.com.au/community -community _-foundation.html

90S )[ [flyéj have an event that will support the development and sustainability of our communities, please
forward information to info@rdanwg.org.au (RDA reserves the right to assess what information can be published.)

Click here to visit our website for details of previously promoted events.

Service Skills Australia Conference & Engage, Empower, Excel

This conference will bring together employers, employees, industry bodies, training organisations and government representati ves

from a variety of sectors, including retail, wholesale and personal services, sport and recreation, as well as tourism, hospi tal ity and

events to discuss strategies for working collaboratively to increase the productivity and participation of the workforce in t he service

industries.

Date: 3-4 March 2014

Venue: Sheraton on the Park, Sydney

Reaister: http://www.cvent.com/events/2014 -service -skills -australia -conference/event -summary -
9 ’ b3b125930082490e95d2437f469c7ebc.aspx

www.rdanwg.org.au



http://www.industry.gov.au/Skills/LiteracyAndNumeracy/LanguageLiteracyAndNumeracyPractitionerScholarshipsProgram/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.industry.gov.au/Skills/LiteracyAndNumeracy/LanguageLiteracyAndNumeracyPractitionerScholarshipsProgram/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.industry.gov.au/Skills/LiteracyAndNumeracy/LanguageLiteracyAndNumeracyPractitionerScholarshipsProgram/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.industry.gov.au/Skills/LiteracyAndNumeracy/LanguageLiteracyAndNumeracyPractitionerScholarshipsProgram/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.sitacommunitygrants.com.au/
http://www.imb.com.au/community-community-foundation.html
mailto:info@rdanwq.org.au
http://www.rdatanwq.org.au/events
http://www.cvent.com/events/2014-service-skills-australia-conference/event-summary-b3b125930b82490e95d2437f469c7ebc.aspx
http://www.cvent.com/events/2014-service-skills-australia-conference/event-summary-b3b125930b82490e95d2437f469c7ebc.aspx

The North Queensland Irrigated Agriculture Strategy (NQIAS) is a $10m collaborative

initiative of the Australian Government’'s Office of Northern Australia and the
Queensland Government's Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry.

NQIAS project updates

1. Flinders and Gilbert Agricultural Resource Assessment

The Flinders and Gilbert Agricultural Resource Assessment (FGARA) is nearing completion. Final project reports will
be delivered to the Office of Northern Australia by the end of 2013. Progress on activities is as follows:

Land suitability, groundwater, agriculture and ecology: FGARA researchers produced land suitability maps for the
Flinders and Gilbert catchments and investigated river flows and the hydrodynamics of the rivers and associated
floodplain systems. They have analysed the interactions between groundwater and surface water and gained an
understanding of the types of aquifers in the two catchments. The project team also examined over 20 potential
locations for dam sites.

The dry summer of 2012/13 limited the data collected from cropping trials but agronomic modelling has shown
that a large number of crops could be grown in this environment, if sufficient water was available. The dry summer
also limited the team’s ability to adequately assess the ecological impacts of different flow regimes and the

behaviour of the dry season pools during the first flush of river flow.

Indigenous water values: The Indigenous water values component is nearing completion following a recent visit to
the catchments where researchers took draft findings back to Indigenous participants for validation.

Economic costs and benefits: Much of the recent FGARA work has focused on the economic costs and benefits of
irrigated agriculture development at both the farm and regional scale. The team is preparing illustrative case
studies to help identify and interpret the impacts and benefits of several potential developments in each
catchment.

Reporting: The team will produce technical reports for each of its activities. These will be summarised and
integrated into two catchment reports, which will also outline the case studies of irrigated agriculture
development. Several much shorter summary reports and several summary fact sheets will also be prepared. Once
released by the Commonwealth Government, all reports from the project will be available to the public.

Australian Government

Department of Infrastructure Qensnd
and Regional Development Government

www.rdanwg.org.au




COMMUNITY Conmnections | (¢ «
550SY06S

LY 20KSNJ ySga




