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Welcome to Issue 53 of Community Connections  

  

 

This week the Queensland Government handed down its 2014/15 budget, with few surprises but still a lot to be digested. For ou r l arge 

region, major announcements included:  

 
1) the outline of the plan to lease the Townsville Port and Mount Isa rail line if the Government wins power at the next election; 

2)  on-going funding for the $62 million Drought Assistance Package; 

3)  $4.8 million for the Cloncurry Heavy Vehicle bypass and upgrade to the Flinders Highway intersection;  

4)  $4.5 million for mining exploration surveys in the BouliaðDajarraðWinton area; 

5)  $7.7 million to complete the Mount Isa Health Campus redevelopment;  

6)  $1.7 million for the Mornington Island Safe Haven Womenôs Resource Centre;  

7)  $7 million for the Outback Way;  

8)  $2.2 million to replace the Mount Isa Neighbourhood Centre;  

9)  $1.7 million for the North Hughenden sewerage upgrade;  

10)  $87.8 million for Townsville region energy network improvements;  

11)  $10.4 million for the secure rehab unit in Townsville;  

12)  $1.7 million for Home Hill flood works;  

13)  $5.8 million for the Townsville Correctional Centre;  

14)  $14.3 million for Mount Louisa roadworks;  

15)  $2 million to Burdekin cyclone shelter;  

16)  $14.3 million to support the establishment of the Australian Institute of Tropical Health and Medicine at JCU;  

17)  $66 million for Vantassel Street duplication in Townsville;  

18)  $41.2 million in 2014/15 for the $334 million  Australian and Queensland Government funded Townsville Hospital extension;  

19)  $768 million in 2014/15 for Bruce Highway upgrades along the East Coast;  

For more details, visit:  http://www.budget.qld.gov.au/current -budget/regional -budget -statements/index.php  

  

Enjoy the long weekend!  

 

Glenys Schuntner  

Chief Executive Officer  
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NBN Co publishes more rollout information  

The company building and operating Australiaôs National Broadband Network is making available more information about the 

progress of the rollout.  

The interactive rollout map on the NBN Co website now displays the communities in the fixed -line footprint where ñBuild 

Preparationò is taking place.  

These areas are shaded green on the map. They signify that contractors in built -up (or brownfields) areas are carrying out pre -

construction activities ï for instance readying Telstraôs pits and pipes for use by NBN Co ï ahead of the physical construction of the 

NBN.  

NBN Co Chief Operating Officer, Greg Adcock, said:  

ñWe are stabilising the NBN rollout and have reviewed the underlying data. That gives us the confidence to be able to provide 

greater clarity about work underway across Australia.  

ñThe new measure lets families and businesses know earlier on in the rollout process that the NBN is coming so they can start 

exploring how they might take advantage of high -speed broadband.ò  

ñBuild Preparationò is currently underway for approximately 167,000 homes and businesses in the NBN brownfields footprint. 

Construction contracts for the physical build of the network (ñBuild Commencedò) have been issued for a further 290,000 

brownfields premises.  

There are 195,000 families and businesses with an active NBN connection across all access technologies.  

ñBuild Preparationò takes place after the commencement of design phase (i.e. preparation of maps, surveying and rodding and 

roping) and before the start of the physical build (ñBuild Commencedò). The design phase is not displayed on the map. 

Media Enquiries  

Andrew Sholl       NBN Co Media Hotline  

Mobile: 0448 805 806     Phone: (02) 9927 4200  

Email: andrewsholl@nbnco.com.au    Email: media@nbnco.com.au  

 

 

PSðnote from RDA ðyou will see roll - out maps for Townsville, the Burdekin and Charters Towers areas.  

 

 

 

mailto:andrewsholl@nbnco.com.au
mailto:media@nbnco.com.au
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ArtsLink Travel Grant  

Regional Arts Australia  presents its biennial summit in 

Kalgoorlie -Boulder, WA on 16 -19 October, 2014. Country Arts 

WA will host what has become the largest gathering of regional 

artists and arts workers. Part conference, part festival, all art, 

Arts &  Edges  will be a celebration and a time of learning. You 

wonôt want to miss out. 

Artslink Queensland, on behalf of the Australian Government 

Regional Arts Fund and Arts Queensland, are offering a travel 

grant of up to $1,000 to assist with the cost of registration, as 

well as other associated travel costs.  

Applications are now open to non -professional regional artists 

and arts -workers.  

The event  is a fantastic professional development opportunity 

for regionally -based Queensland artists, art makers and arts 

workers, and an excellent forum for creative sharing across a 

national network of industry peers and provocateurs. The 

Summit offers a unique experience of forward - looking creative 

culture in one of Australiaôs most iconic regional centres. 

Closes:  15 June 2014  

Website:  
http://artslinkqld.com.au/artslink/news/apply - for -a

- travel -grant - to -attend - the -arts -edges -summit/  

Farmer of the Year Awards  

The Australian Farmer of the Year Awards celebrate the highly 

professional, innovative and sustainable approach of our 

farmers and farming families, showcasing their passion and 

raising the profile of the important role they play in Australian 

agriculture.  

With 11 award categories, the winner of each category 

automatically qualifies for the prestigious Australian Farmer of 

the Year award.  

The 2014 Award categories are Egg Farmer of the Year; 

Horticultural Grower of the Year; Livestock Producer of the 

Year; Dairy Farmer of the Year; Fibre Producer of the Year; 

Grain Grower of the Year; Diversification Farmer of the Year; 

Young Farmer of the Year; Biosecurity Farmer of the Year 

(plant and animal categories); Agricultural Student of the Year; 

and Rural Exporter of the Year.  

Website:  

http://www.farmingahead.com.au/FarmerOfYear?

utm_source=Newsletter&utm_campaign=976494e

7d2 -

FFTI_Nimble_News_26May14_issue7&utm_mediu

m=email&utm_term=0_15145ccd75 -976494e7d2 -

83856805  

9ǾŜƴǘǎ  -  If you have an event that will support the development and sustainability of our communities, please  

forward information to info@rdanwq.org.au   (RDA reserves the right to assess what information can be published.)  

Click here  to visit our website for details of previously promoted events.  

Mount Isa Forum on the National Disability Insurance 

Scheme in Rural Areas  

A public information forum for people in more remote areas, 

hosted by the National Disability and Carer Alliance and National 

Rural Health Alliance with the people of Mount Isa.  

This Collaborative Community Forum is to make a contribution 

to ensuring that, as it matures and is rolled out, the National 

Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS) is fit - for -purpose for people 

living with a disability in more remote areas.  

The Forum will provide an opportunity for people with lived 

experience of disability in more remote areas, their carers, 

family and other community members they look to for guidance 

and support to provide input into current developments in the 

NDIS and its future.  

As well as an opportunity for information sharing and 

networking, participants will also contribute to the development 

of a Rural and Remote Bulletin for the NDIS -  a statement of 

principles and concerns relating to the operation of the NDIS in 

rural and remote areas.  

Date:  26 June 2014  

Time:  9.00am to 5.00pm  

Venue:  
Mount Isa Centre for Rural and Remote Health,  

100 Joan Street, Mount Isa  

RSVP:  

Dane Morling, National Rural Health Alliance by 

email at dane@ruralhealth.org.au  or by phone on 

(02) 6285 4660  

Financing women business owners for international 

growth  

This workshop has been developed for women who have 

successful, established businesses and intend to grow 

internationally. It is recommended that participants attending 

should have at least:    

¶ An established business in Australia operational for at 

least three years  

¶ Be export ready  

¶ Seeking immediate finance or capital  

Speakers drawn from government, ANZ Bank, Grant Thornton 

Chartered Accountants and experts in hedging, equity finance, 

venture capital and business angels will share proven 

approaches and strategies. The unique challenges to financing 

international business are explored and your questions 

answered.  

Power breakout sessions provide time for one to one 

consultations with advisors. Ample networking sessions are 

included. Numbers are limited.  

Date:  3 July 2014  

Time:  
Sessions 1 -3ð9.30 -10.30 am  

Sessions 4 -10ð11.00 am -3.00 pm including lunch  

Venue:  ANZ Centre, 111 Eagle Street, Brisbane  

Register:  
http://wigb.gov.au/finacing - women - business -

owners - for - international -growth -brisbane  

http://artslinkqld.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=34c1e51c622a8701f89419af9&id=87df9a6dce&e=85f62fe8bb
http://artslinkqld.com.au/artslink/news/apply-for-a-travel-grant-to-attend-the-arts-edges-summit/
http://artslinkqld.com.au/artslink/news/apply-for-a-travel-grant-to-attend-the-arts-edges-summit/
http://www.farmingahead.com.au/FarmerOfYear?utm_source=Newsletter&utm_campaign=976494e7d2-FFTI_Nimble_News_26May14_issue7&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_15145ccd75-976494e7d2-83856805
http://www.farmingahead.com.au/FarmerOfYear?utm_source=Newsletter&utm_campaign=976494e7d2-FFTI_Nimble_News_26May14_issue7&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_15145ccd75-976494e7d2-83856805
http://www.farmingahead.com.au/FarmerOfYear?utm_source=Newsletter&utm_campaign=976494e7d2-FFTI_Nimble_News_26May14_issue7&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_15145ccd75-976494e7d2-83856805
http://www.farmingahead.com.au/FarmerOfYear?utm_source=Newsletter&utm_campaign=976494e7d2-FFTI_Nimble_News_26May14_issue7&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_15145ccd75-976494e7d2-83856805
http://www.farmingahead.com.au/FarmerOfYear?utm_source=Newsletter&utm_campaign=976494e7d2-FFTI_Nimble_News_26May14_issue7&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_15145ccd75-976494e7d2-83856805
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Northern Development Summit  

In June 2014 ADC Forum will gather the most extensive group 

of Australian and International leaders and decision makers to 

develop a shared vision and action plan for development of 

Australiaôs northern regions. This Northern Development 

Summit is a non -partisan forum for Participants to shape this 

defining national project. Participation will provide the 

opportunity to:  

¶ Contribute to the creation of an action plan for the North 

to influence Government policy  

¶ Build strong networks and direct connections to national 

and regional investors  

¶ Hear directly from and communicate with key national 

decision makers  

¶ Connect with a credible independent platform that is 

respected by governments and leaders at all levels This 

is an event of national significance which will affect long 

term policy and economic outcomes. Participation in this 

unique forum is an opportunity to directly influence this 

important national policy process  

The vision to develop Northern Australia for the economic and 

strategic benefit of Australia has the potential to engage the 

whole country in a way that is rarely seen in peacetime.  

The Australian Government has identified Northern Australia as 

the next frontier for major economic development. The area 

spans Western Australia, Northern Territory and Queensland, 

broadly north of the Tropic of Capricorn.  

The Government has taken the lead in developing a vision for 

this region, and this has created the imperative to bring 

together key stakeholders from Australia, investors from around 

Asia, with local and international experts to make a major 

contribution to turning the vision into reality.  

Date:  26 -28 June 2014  

Venue:  Townsville  

Cost:  $1,100  

Register:  

http://busvic.informz.net/busvic/data/images/

ADC_Northern_Development_Summit_Registration

_Form_220414.pdf  

Presenting with Influence  

This workshop is deigned to give people the confidence and 

flexibility to deliver professional presentations.  Through 

delivery of theory and many opportunities to practice, 

participants can expect to learn new techniques and receive 

individual feedback.  This workshop also acknowledges that 

there is more to presenting than content and structure.  Whilst 

content and structure is important, an appropriate mindset of 

confidence and the ability to adjust content and style when 

required is what makes the difference between average 

presenters and influential dynamic presenters.  The content for 

this workshop has been designed by observing and researching 

what it is that great presenters do.  

Date:  17 -18 June 2014  

Time:  9.00am to 3.30pm  

Venue:  Cootharinga, 20 Keane Street, Currajong  

Cost:  $398  

Register:  Mario Cortes marioc777@yahoo.com   

Capability Statement Workshops  

A capability statement outlines a businessô capabilities and skills and provides a compelling description of how they will meet the 

needs of its target market.  A capability statement is an essential tool for presenting a companyôs capabilities to procurement 

managers and other key decision makers to improve visibility.   The better the statement, the more you will stand out from the 

crowd.  

Date:  13 June 2014 (8.00am to 11.30am) or 26 June 2014 (4.00pm to 7.30pm)  

Venue:  Department of State Development Infrastructure and Planning, 75 Camooweal Street, Mount Isa  

Cost:  $50 (inc light refreshments)  

Register:  NCWRegionalOffice@dsdip.qld.gov.au  

tŀƎŜ п 

R&D Tax Incentive Workshop  

The R&D Tax Incentive provides targeted, generous and easy 

to access support for eligible R&D activity. Companies are able 

to register and claim the new R&D Tax Incentive benefit from 1 

July 2012.  

AusIndustry is holding  registration  ready workshops to help 

SMEôs, first time registrants and smaller consultants/ tax 

agents better understand and register for the R&D Tax 

Incentive.  

The workshops aim to provide an overview of the program 

covering the following:  

¶ general knowledge and benefits of the program;  

¶ the program's eligibility criteria; and  

¶ how to complete and lodge your registration form.  

Date:  18 June 2014  

Time:  9.00am to 11.00am  

Venue:  
Townsville Business Development Centre, Vickers 

Road North, Condon  

Register:  
https://register.eventarc.com/22955/rd - tax -

incentive -workshop - townsville  

mailto:info@rdanwq.org.au
http://www.rdatanwq.org.au/events
http://busvic.informz.net/busvic/data/images/ADC_Northern_Development_Summit_Registration_Form_220414.pdf
http://busvic.informz.net/busvic/data/images/ADC_Northern_Development_Summit_Registration_Form_220414.pdf
http://busvic.informz.net/busvic/data/images/ADC_Northern_Development_Summit_Registration_Form_220414.pdf
mailto:marioc777@yahoo.com
mailto:NCWRegionalOffice@dsdip.qld.gov.au
https://register.eventarc.com/22955/rd-tax-incentive-workshop-townsville
https://register.eventarc.com/22955/rd-tax-incentive-workshop-townsville
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