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. Fair go forroads

IT IS great to see the Caiins Post's Fair Go
For The Far North campaign highlight the
need for road upgrades and the recently
released Inland Queensiand Roads Action
Plan {|Q-RAP). The plan has revealed that
3000km of roads and 300 bridges need
to be upgraded.

The Bruce Highway has received $8.5
billion in government funding commit-
mients for upgrades over 15 years and we
can all agree that thisis a step in the right
direction, however, inland regional roads
also need to become a top priority to
drive economic growth, productivity and
resilience in regional Queensland.

A cormnmon goal to attract consistent,
long-term road funding to the inland re-
gion, brought together 33 local govern-
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ments, eight Regional Roads and
Transport Groups, four Regionai Devel-
oprnent Austraiia Committees, the NQ
RDA Alliance and RACQ. This strategic al-
liance developed the 1Q-RAP, which will
provide the basis for governiments to
rapidly assess projects for funding .

The |Q-RAP area covers 82 per cent of
Queensland.

The investment required to deliver
the 1Q-RAP is an average of $277 million
per year over 18 years fo achieve these
prioritised upgrades to the road network.

The 1Q-RAP is not just about upgra-
ding roads, it is also about creating jobs,
driving productivity in supply chains, at-
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tracting investment inte businesses and
building resilience right across regional
Queensland.

Glenys Schuntner, Secretariat, (Q-RAP,
Townsville

Two way street

| REFER to recent communications from
cyclists re: rude and inconsiderate Cairns
drivers warning to visitors. It is a two-way
street. This morning driving past Kewarra
Beach on the goat track, where there is
3km of double white lines, | came across
two Lycra divas riding two abreast at
about 25km/h on mountain bikes having
a lovely natter. One was at least 300cm
autside the bike tane. Now faced with
nose to tail peak hour traffic heading
south what should | do?

Give them 1.5m (which in this case
waould be 2m} taking me into possible
{definite) head to head collision? Ignore
the law and try and get past as close as
possible and get caught and prosecuted
by helmet cam? Or just sit with a trail of
cars, trucks and buses on deadlines while
they enjoy their moment of working day
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iF YOU COULD GO ON AN INTERNATIONAL HOLIDAY
FROM CAIRNS, WHERE WOULD YOU GO?
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